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BROTHELS — DRAFT PLANNING GUIDELINES 
Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale — Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.08 am]: The 
government has developed new draft planning guidelines that will, for the first time, enable local governments 
and communities to control the location of brothels. These draft guidelines set the way forward for local 
government following the passage of the Prostitution Amendment Act 2008, and will be worked through with 
local government before they are finalised. The starting point is that in order to establish any business that 
provides sexual services, planning approval from the relevant local government will be required. Under the 
recently passed statute, businesses providing sexual services need to obtain a certificate from the Department of 
Racing, Gaming and Liquor unless they are one or two-person owner-operator businesses.  

Sexual services businesses requiring a certification will be prohibited in residential areas or mixed 
residential/commercial areas. Approvals relating to businesses not requiring certificates will be at the discretion 
of local government. Although sexual services businesses will be permitted in industrial areas, local 
governments will be empowered to make decisions about the appropriateness of the specific location. Local 
government will also have discretion in other zonings, but any such application will have to be advertised for 
public comment before an application to establish a brothel is decided. Issues such as compatibility with other 
businesses and activities in the area, the provision for parking and lighting, proximity to residences, schools and 
pedestrian thoroughfares are to be taken into account as part of the approval process. Signage on these premises 
will be restricted to the name of the business and may not describe the services offered. As operating premises 
for prostitution was an illegal activity, it has been impossible to provide specific planning provisions regulating 
them, and often these facilities were approved under the guise of other businesses. Now that brothels are required 
to have certification and therefore acknowledge their true nature, local government will for the first time be able 
to assert control. An exemption has been made for established operations that have been able to obtain a 
certificate under the new legislation.  

I table the draft guidelines. 

[See paper 3991.] 

Mr C.J. Barnett: What an absolute disgrace! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It is very brave and courageous. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: They will be everywhere. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, I call you to order for the first time. 
 


